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PROVERBS, ch. xxxi, v. 28. 

k 

HEK CHILDREN ARISE UP ANDCALl* HER BLESSEDf 
HER HU&BANI> iWLSO AKP HE PRAISETH HER.' 



J. HE chariQer, to which is ' paid this tribute of 
atFeftion and refpeO;, is reprefented as being both 
rare and highly valuable. When found, it is fcen 
to t^rear a commanding dignity ; to pofiefs an at- 
traQive excellency, and to be of extenfive utility. 
Happy is that family whith it adorns and enriches f 
happy alfo is that perfon, in whofe temper and 
conduft it is exemplified ! The context will fliow 
that the perfon intended, and to whofe comparative 
merits this voluntary homage is given, is ** a virtu- 
ous woman" whofe " price is far above rubies."—. 
In feveral verfes preceding the text, her excellencies 
are defcribed and her charafi^r particularly deline** 
ated. An affemblage and difplay of fuch amiable 
properties, (lamp on the female chara£);er a luftre, 
a worth and a dignity, in comparifon with which 
all other accomplifhments are but as the fparkling 
ftars or a glimmering taper before the refulgent fun. 
In faying that this charader is rare. I do not 



mean in this refpefl: to attach any peculiarity to the 
female fex, or to depreciate in any mcafurc that 
amiable part of the human fpecies. But I mean, 
as I apprehend the wife man to mean by the fug- 
geftion, that virtue, in oiir world, has but a partial 
tefidence : and even in thofe among whom it is 
mod to be expefted, and where perhaps it moft 
frequently appears, the inftances are by no means 
common.^ When an inftance, however, occurs, it 
prefcnts a model for imitation and lays a founda- 
tion for ample praife. 

It is apt, indeed, to excite the attention of all 
around : but efpecially, doth it enflame the love 
and raife the veneration of thofe moft nearly con- 
nefted. No treafure appears fo valuable .in the 
eyes of filial efteem and conjugal afFeftion ; nor is 
any lofs more fenfibly felt than that which is luf- 
tained in the removal of fuch a friend. 

Death deftroys no part of that affeflion which 
hath been excited, and though it proftratc the body 
and caufe the aflive eflFoits of virtue in this world 
to ceafe, yet it hath no power todemoliih or t^rnifh 
the deathlefs chars^fter which hath be«n. formed. 
This outlives the body, and with additional luftrc 
continues, for a long time, to fl6uri{h in the memory 
and affe6lions of furviving friends. 

I am not without a Chare of confidence that a cafe 
of this kind is now prefented to our view, and that 
we are attending the funeral obfequies of one whofe 
charaSer was fuch, that, in the eftimation of her 
friends, if not of all her acquaintance, " her price 
" was far above rubies." And while the welcome 
fervice of pronouncing benediQions engages the 
united attention of her bereaved family, there is the 
lingular confidence that in all this affembly of fym- 
pathizing friends, there is not a dificnting voice.— ^ 
My bufinefs (hall be, 

h To delineate fuch a charafler as ihe was fuppofed 
topoflefs. And then. 



IL Confidcr it particularly ill reference to domeftic 
. union and happinefs. 

In profccuting this plan I fhall take for a model 
the wife man's defcription of " a virtuous woman." 
Whether it will apply in the prefent inftance, thofe 
will be able beft to judge, whofe previous know- 
ledge hath qualified them to trace the refemblance^ 

In examining the features of that charafter which 
Solomon hath depiftured with fo much beauty and 
elegance, feveral things rife to view with diftinguifh- 
ing clearnefs and pertinency. Some of thefe I fhall 
enumerate, and accompany the enumeration with a 
brief comment on each particular. 

Firft, We are led to take into confideration thofe 
fundamental properties which give ftabiiity and 
uniformity of charafter, and which eftablifh the 
bafis of confidence ; I mean integrity, Jidelity and 
chajlity. 

Thefe ideas, I fuppofe, are fairly gathered from 
the expreliion which begins the defcription of the 
charafter prcfented to our view in the text and 
context. 

The worhan to whom this defcription will apply, 
is introduced under the notion of a wife or one in 
«riatrimonial bonds, and her excellencies in that 
important ftation are particularly delineated. The 
firft thing which, to her lading honor is afferted, is 
that flhe deferves and enjoys the efteem and confi- 
dence of her partner. *' The heart of her hufband 
'' doth fafely truft in her, fo that he (hall have no 
'^ need of fpoil." This fuppofes a charafter form- 
ed on the principles of integrity, in which are dif- 
covered no marks of deception and hypdcrify : fo 
that no foundation is laid for diftruft or jealoufy. 
But, on the contrary, purity of intention is exhi- 
bited in purity of aflion, and her whole deportment 
being guided by the diftates of fidelity and conju- 
gal attachment, drives away fufpicion and leaves no 
nourifhment for the reftlefs and infatiable appetite 



of doubt and fear. Thefe are the tbmbmed and 
deadly foes of domeftic union and peace. Where- 
ever they rear their ghaftly ftandard inf<5:ribed with 
the fignals of jealoufy, difcord at once claims the 
fi^ld-— prefents her haggard form and fway$ her. in- 
dignant fceptre<. On the other hand, wber^ the 
bjifis of confidence is laid in the properfiei^ I have 
named, and experience teaches that fuch jCOft6d<?pcc 
IS fafely placed, the mild train of focia} ^nd virtu- 
ous enjoyments dilates the heart and multiplies the 
joys ot an uafufpicious and all-confiding bufband, 4 

He hath no need to rove abroad for enjoyments or 1 

lay his hand on any diflioneft gains. Concentra* 
<ing his defires of iearthly good in the loyely com- 
panion of his days, and {baring with her iuch a 
plenitude of comfort, he finds his home his earthly 
par^dife, and is completely independent of the 
" fpoil" either of oppreffion or fenfuality. No fe- 
parate intereft is 'ffelt or purfued: No fly ^nd 
ftuf]ied arts of fecrecy are pra£tifed. Her huf- 
band is her confident, and to his infpeftioaher ma- 
nagements are, of choice, fubmitted. In the vera- 
city of her declarations— in the prudence of her 
arrangements — in the integrity of her conduft and 
in ber conjugal fidelity he has the fuileft confidence ^ 
which, being once firmly eftablifhed on fuch a 
bafis is beyond the power of ordinary means to de- 
flroy ; and to ftiake it muft require the eflFotts of 
an angel. 

Secondly, The next idea is that of a hcncjicencc^ 
whi^h is unmearicd^ unabated and unalloyed, through 
the whole courfe of a temporal exiftence. " i)hc 
will do him good and not evil all the days of her 
life." This is a moft amiable and engaging trait in 
her charafler. It forms a prominent feature, which 
captivates the attention, allures the defire, raifes the 
admiration and fecures the applaufe of every fpec- 
tator. It has an irrefiftible influence on the mind, 
commanding refpefl and efteem froni every quarter^. 



-^We aVe not to fuppofe that thia beneficence 1i 
confined to the. narrow circle of domeftic life, and 
knows no other objefl but a beloved partner. We 
ftiall firefently fee that it extends to other obje£kp 
and embraces a wider fieid of aSlion- But the wife 
man veJ-y propf.rIy fuppofcd this wa« the firft and 
principal fphere of benevolent exertion for the pcrf 
fori He Was defcribing. He therefore begins with 
the account of conjugal duties, which arc the lead^ 
ing concern of a woman in that relation : and by 
ipeakirij? of a beneficemce uniformly and perpe- 
tually difplayed in this direflio^ nfieans M leave 
on the mind an impreflion of the moft confummate 
and well regulated benignity. In the capacity of 
a wife fhe moves in a dutifal aitd affe^onate re»* 
gard to the welfare of her huiband : whik> on the 
other hand, he is no lefs affiduous by every little 
attention which conjugal affe£lion fhali dilate, td 
^.rdmote her happinefs. On her part . flie is • nor 
wanting iti folicitude and endeavors for hts goodi 
His intereft, his honor, his cornet and his ufefaU 
aefs in life (be confults and fteadily purfues. Het 
endieavors are direfted to render herfelf evcrjr way 
agreeable in his fociety. By anticipating, his wiChes^ 
fulfilling his deiires and abounding in aSs of unfo* 
licited, afliduous and vigilant: fcindnefs, ihe preferve^ 
the quiet of his mind^ lightens the burthen of his 
cares, touches the tendereft feelings of his hearty 
fweetens the joys of domeftic life and contributes to 
the augmentaition of his happinefs. Nor is this the 
irregular flow of a tranfient paflion, which, like a 
ilorm, quickly abates ; but it is the fixed and uni- 
form tenor of her life, in which fhe continues to 
the end of her days. Neither is it attended with 
siny impure mixtures of a contrary kind. It is not, 
as is too often the cafe, good and evil alternately ; but 
g<md, to the excltifion of evil : in doing which fhe is 
employed *^ all the days of her life," It is her 
higheft gratifieation and what (he eileems her higheft 
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iicmor taput htirks of diftiiifHon upon her hufiband^ 
fo tbatbe " is known ih the gates, when'- like a re- 
vered ftatcjfman; a fage counfellor, or an eminent 
difcipiebf Ghrift, " he fitteth among the elders^ o£ 
*^ 'the lafMJ*' — This is the virtuous woman whofe 
charafler, in an appropriate point of view, I am la-* 
boring to exhibit. 

We pafs next to confider her as the head of a 
family ^tiS%s officiating in the management of. do^ 
iheffic cdntertis. Here 

/ Thirdly, We find her an example of indujlry^jru- 
g^lity and economy. ' ' - i 

r vMuch is faid in her commendation in this refpcfti 
Siie is reprefented as planning and executing the 
bufitlefs proper for her ftation. Her feelings do 
not carry her Sibove taking the care and ^dire&ioq. 
of her houfliold*; nor does flie leave to others what 
4iit is in a fituation for carrying into eflEcQ with her 
own hands. She does not think herfelf dtgraded> 
or any ways afting out of her fpherfe to be perfon*. 
elly employed in the neceffary fervices of her family. 
Solomonevidently cohfiders it for her honor to ob* 
ferve that *' bhe feeketh wool and flax and workcth 
willingly with her hands." While fome with the 
fcornfal pride of a prude Jit ^nd prim to the varying 
fafhibns. of the day and murder the hours of life in 
ibquacious idlenefs or giddy amufements, fhe finds 
better and ample emplc^yment for a bufy life in the 
circle of domeftic concerns. And to this (he applies 
berfelf, not from con ft rain t, not from neceffity^nor 
from a principle of avarice, but of her own choice ; 
with a free will and for laudable purpofes. Her 
fir ft care is to provide matter for employment : 
hence ftie^y^r/ie^A" what is neceffary for that pur- 
pofe, and then with alacrity is occupied in effefting 
her defigns. She is frugal of her time and econo- 
mical in her arrangements. By* her diligence and 
difpatch of bufinds ftie is Ibon in a condition to 
procure thofe-foreign commodities which are tnoft> 
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lliee<}fo), ib tbat 'Mike the merchants' flups^ &e* 
*^ bringeth her food from afar/' The rifing bin 
doth not find her doSng upon the bed of floth, and 
wailiit'g in luxurious flumfoers the tnoft fweet and 
invigorating hours of the day. She fuffers no dt^ 
lay to the labors of the family thro* her neglefl; j 
but, {o far as falls to her (hare, is prompt in ber 
preparations* While fome with afFedcd airs of dif- 
aain, become ftrangers to the kitchen and feem to 
confider themfelves as deftined only for the parlor^ 
the drelfing table and the ball room, Ihe is feafona- 
bly at her poft and occupied with the concerns erf 
her family. ** She rifeth alfo while it is yet night 
*^ and giveth meet to her houfhold and a portion to 
** her maidens/' At an early hour Ihe hath hef 
table fpread and all neceilary provifion for her do* 
sneftics in readibefs. 

Not content with hoarding up ufelefs gains, nor 
difpofcd to fquander the avails of her induftry in 
the frantic revds of extravagance, ihe judges it heft 
as convenience will allow to extend their territorial 
'pofleffions and increafe the means of family fubfift- 
i^nee anct comfort. Hence, without exceeding the 
inco^ in ueedlefs expences, or embarraffing the 
family' With an accumulation of debts, (he weli 
'**^ confidereth"' what objed may be moft advantage*- 
oufty promoted, and appropriates *' the fruit of her 
" haad«'' to fome good and valuable purpofe. 

Fourthiy. It is alfo charafleriftic of her that (he 

-performeth all thcfe thmo$ with fortitude, energy and 

perftverancc. — Not difhcairtened by the muhipUcitjr 

of her cares or the magnitude of her labors, ** fhe 

^* girdeth her loins with ftrength and ftrengtheneth 

** her arms." This (he doth by exercife no Icfs than 

'^by prope.r intervals of reft and refrcfhment. • She 

applieth herfelf to the bufinefs of her ftation with 

promptitude and refolution» This fte finds wn- 

• ducive to her health, her vigor and her aSivitv. 

Tbe ready fale with Uk merchai^ and others for her 

* B 
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fiirplus articles on account of their fuperior /quality 
encourages her to rfenewed and perfevering exertions* 
Hence '' her candle goeth not out by night." In a 
cafe of emergency fhe can deny herfetf cuftomary 
repofe, and with an alacrity which befpeaks her for- 
titude no lefs than her induflry *' fhe layeth her 
** hands to the fpindle, and her hands hold the dif- 
" taflF." She enterprizes in the labors of her ftation 
hke one whofe energy of body for executing is equal 
to the ample refources of her mind in planning. 

Thefe are fome of the properties of that excellent 
woman whom Solomon defcribes as the beft of wives 
and whom he holds up as an illuftrious iexample'of 
domeftic virtues,. But I have not yet recounted her 
principal excellencies. We have feen her only in 
a limited point of view, as fulfilling the immediate 
duties of a wife. We come to fee her afling in a 
wider fphere as a member of the great family of man. 
Here we find her goodnefs emanating to all around 
and difFufing itfelf among the children of want. 
This leads me to fpeak, 

Fifthly, Of her charity and libtrality. This forms 
one of the brighteft (ketches which adorn her life. 
Here the features of her charafter begin to appear 
in their fulleft luftre. We have feen her induftri^ 
ous, laborious, prudent, refolute and perfevj^ring : 
but the queftion naturally arifes, for what purpofe ? 
Is it all to feed her pride — to aggrandize herf^lf and 
family ; or to accumulate hoards of treafure ? Far 
otherwife is the cafe. Were it fo, her fuppofed vir- 
tues would dwindle into foibles, if not real vices, 
and fink her brightening charafter into the valq of 
contempt. But (he dazzles more and more, like the 
afcending fun. The next thing we hear is' " (he 
*• ftretcheth out her hand to the- poor ; yea, (he 
*' reacheth forth her hand to the needy." A lively 
defcription of her charity ! a noble teftimony of her 
liberality ! She is exhibited to view as one who 
exprefTcs an eameftnefs to adminifter relief. Like 
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the good Samaritan, iDbe pours oil and wine into the 
wounds of adverfity. The attitude in which fhe is 
reprefented as ■ * Jlretching out her hand to the poor," 
and, not only fo but with a duplicate of thia kind* 
nefs " reaching forth her hands to the needy," beto- 
kens A charity which is neither blind, infenfible not 
parfimonious. Our bencfaftrefs is neither backward 
nor fparing in her alms. She waits not to be folicit* 
cd, but on the contrary is feen with extended aroia 
inviting a recipient of her favors. For the houfelefs 
child of want fhe provides a ftidter— her fire warms 
the Ihivering ftranger — at her table the viftim of 
hunger is fed— from her ftores the claims of naked- 
nefs are anfwered, and the hands of penury are 
filled — under her roof decrepitude and age find the 
foft couch of relief and eafe, while the hand of ten*-' 
dernefs is placed under the pillow of woe. At part« 
ing, the crutch of forrow is raifed as the enfign of 
gratitude, while the flowing tear, the bending brow 
and uplifted hands bear teftimony with what feeling 
fincerity the retiring vagrant pours, from his quiver- 
ing lips, the mod copious benedi£lions on her head* 
Here is a trait which befpeaks a good fliare of hu« 
mility in defcending to notice and attempting to 
meliorate the flate of poverty and wretcbednefs. 
It proclaims alfo the moft diffufive and bounteous 
liberality. Next to this and in fubordination to it . 
we fee, 

Sixthly, A decent and modefl attention to the 
ornaments and decorations of life. This ought not 
to prejudice our minds, when it is confidered that 
it doth not interfere with the claims of charity or 
with the more ufeful proviti'ons for the fuftenance 
and comfort of life. She firfl; attends to the necef* 
fanes, then to the conveniencies, then to the orna- 
menCs of life. When the claims of poverty are fa- 
tisfied, and there remains not a needy, or lufFering 
objeft in view to whom relief is not adminiftered^ 
nothing but envy and covetoufnefs can repine and 
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m x i mn it iiiH the dver abonnilffigfitiiH cf ^ti^ffiy 
and ccbnomy fhbuld be in reachable proportioaa 
deroted to ornament and decoration: or at leail 
that tnore rich and coftly drefs fliouM be provided. 
This, fo far from being a fault, becomes, in fucb a 
cafe, ah aflbciate with thie virtttcs. Hcticc the wo- 
fean I am defcribihg is defervedly' commended for 
having her " haufehoU clothed vnihfcarld^-^formdiking 
" kerf df coverings of tapeflry" and for having " her 
'** oiothingfilk mi purple." ButI will not -expatiate 
upon this particular, fince it is neither fo impoxtdnt^ 
tior, of itfelf, . deferving praife. This is a depart** 
ment in which pride is apt to difplay itfelf, and 
even to aflxime the .prerogalivc. And ^it being, at 
fceft, of but fecondary confideration,'! Will hold no 
lengthy conteft, but modeftly retire to the contem* 
-plation of more important and illuftrious litleaments 
of charaftcr. I bbferve thcrcfote, 
^ SeventTiIy, That our femakl pattern of exceltency 
is diftittgtiifliiEd for her inflruBiHje; tdifyif^ 2^rAnUur^ 
wig^difcourfe. — She is not in the htabit of multiply- 
ing rdie and mifehicvous words---of retailing fi<andal 
JFrom houfe to houfe — of l^readinig evil reports, or 
of converfing upon the vaniticff and triflesr^f life in 
a ftrain as empty as the fubjeft is barren^; but, 
*' &e openetfa her mouth with wifd6m, and in her 
/' tongue is the law of kindricfs/' This her family 
witnefs continually ; and this her friends and neigh- 
bors around with' admiration and profit experience. 
As a parent flie gives inftruftivclcflbnsi and Jw^Us 
on fubjefts whicli arc moft important and moft edi- 
fying. This ftie does in fuch a manner as to allure 
attention, and almoft foften die moft giddy and ob- 
durate into a compliance with the diftatesof wif- 
Aom. Her counfels appear to be the efFspring 6f 
Ibve, and her precepts to- originatcf from that " law 
** of kindnefs" which regulates ** her tongue." 
Hence her admonitions are kindly received, iand 
iecm, at tknes^ tctpdflcfs an almoll irrefiftible influ* 
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aiee. Tho* tbey call to courfiss &qm 4rhtcb nature 
<revolts, and too often, prow but a feeble barriftr 
^Eigainft the impetuol|t,y of youthful .paflionsi yet tlxe 
delivery of them is attributed to no ill.de^gti, but 
•rather to a {eafe of duty^axid the fondnefs of niater#* 
nal aSe&ion, In the end they are found to be\tbe 
offspring both of wifdom and Aindnefs. This view 
of the fubjeQ vejy naturally prepares the way to 
treaty 

Eighthly, Gf the governmetUisixid difpofition of her 
#an|iJ^. In the multitude of her concerns and the 
conftancy pf her employments, ;lhe is not unmind- 
ful .of th^ regulation.proper for the members of 

* .her houfehold* She rather: confidcrs" this as a branch 
tof her duty, and, accordingly, applies herfclf to it 

. with a watchful circumfpe8;ion. .Feeling the i'm<- 
poxtance of the ftation in which fhe: is placed; and 
defirous of ac(|uittia;ig iierfelf with fidelity tdwardj 

. thofe under her cane, " fhe looketh well to the way-ji 
/♦ of her houfehold/' I am tiot willing to cbnfider 
rtbefe words r^$ havii^g reference, fol eiy to rii6dir«c-. 
tioQ of \itt dpmeftics as to the bufinefs they .artf 
refp^ively' to perform, >tho': this;may;be obvioufly 
ooe thii)g' i]»tended. t ?m rather inclined' to affix 
a bighjer «fieaning .to the. expreflion, fince the words 
in their cQnneQiion ,will naturally bear: it.-— After 
ieoAVi^y ii^g ^ an idea of the wifdom and gentlenefs 
fWtth whidi file communicates inftruflion, I fiippoie 
•:it isv proper to follpw this i|;nmediately with the idea 
^£ government : hence " looking well to the way* 
of < her hmfoh^ld" xn^y denote a careful attention to 
.their n^anqers and behaviour — to the decency, pro* 
priety and morality of their conduft. Thus fhe is 
feen a^Hg the qonfifteyit part : not only giving, wife 
and falutary counsels, but enforcing them with the 
weight of hec authority.. While on the one hand 
rihe avoids too^grcat. fevejrity^ on the other fhe is 
equally catM;ious of weakening her authority by too 
.gn^at indulgences Sg fai as falls to her fhare^ fhe 



isr carefttl txy fee that her mandates are obeyed 
And in this way no lefs than by the affignation to 
each of their refpeSive talks or fhare of fcrvice, (he 
guards them againft the mifchiefs of floth : fo that 
they, as well as Ihe, are prevented houk *^ eating the 
** bread of idlenefs,"^^Thu$ fhe fhines as a pattern 
and dircftrefs in the midft of her houfe. Can you 
wonder, before I proceed any further, to hear, as 
the next words declare, that " Her children aiife up 
•* and call her bleffed, her hufband alfo, and he 
. " praifeth her" ? — Who can fqiil of being a partner in 
this feafonable and fpontaneous^ fervice ? — Worthy 
indeed is fuchawoman, of filial reverence and con- 
jugal commendation ! But I have not yet exhibit- 
ed the finifhing ftroke of her charafler. The fum 
of all remains to be ftated. Therefore I obferve, 

Ninthly, That Ihe is the fubjeft of true religion, 
or in the words of the infpired panegyrift, fhe is 
** a woman that feareth the Lord." This completes 
her charafter and entitles her to praife. What hath 
already been faid would lofe more than half its force 
were it not connefted with this laft and moft excek 
lent prop)erty. This is the life and fpirit of every 
preceding feature. The pifture drawn would ap- 
pear like an inanimate fiatue or image without this 
all-pervading and vivifying ingredient. This dif- 
fufes energy into every part — fpreads a beauty over 
every trait, and adds to the whole a real worth 
which nothing can deftroy or darken, and which 
nothing can fuccefsfully emulate. — ^The particulars 
which have been enumerated above are biit fo many 
parts of this colleftive and fubftantial form. Reli- 
gion, or the fear of God, comprehends every thing 
which is excellent, and difplays, at once, the full 
and perfcft charafter. When, therefore, with the 
pencil of a mailer- painter our limner would give 
the perfefting ftroke, or with one dafli prefent the 
whole pifture in all its beauty, he ufes thefe words : 
*♦ Many daughters have done virtuoufly, but thou 
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^* excelled them all. Favor is deceitfullind beaul^. 
" is vain : but .^i woman that f ear eth the Lord the fhall 
** be praifed/' Obferve, the woman who is to be 
praifed, and whom the writer hath all along beqn 
defcribing, is diftinguifhed by this pre-eminent pro- 
perty, (he fcareth the Lord. This is faying every 
thing which need or can be faid. The external ad- 
vantages of favour and beauty are excluded from 
the account as deceitful and vain, and that only is 
retained which conftitutes the eflence of piety. To 
fear God is to rely upon his word and obey his 
commands : it is to have a temper of reverence for 
his chara6ler, law and government. It fuppofes an 
affiance in his truth, faithfulnefs and power — an 
awe of his juflice and a fubmiflion to his authority. 
In fliort, it comprifes every holy exercife, and fup- 
pofes a belief of the gofpel — ^an acquiefcence in its 
terms and an obedience to its precepts. This gives 
xis an idea of a chriftian experimentally acquainted 
with the love and favor of God— conformed in heart 
and life to his blelled image and will — fincerly at- 
tached to his fervice,. and ripening in the ways of 
piety for future and endlefs felicity. This is a fum«» 
mary view of that godly life to which our attention 
is called in the cloung part of the defcription. It 
might be both eafy, delightful and profitable to en- 
large on this particular. But the limits of this dif- 
courfe will not admit. Though the fubje6); grows 
upon our hands, and rifes in degrees of importance, 
yet we muft curtail the difcuffiou. I have only to 
add, in this place, what the wife man fubjoins in 
reference to the perfon defcribed ; " Give her of the 
" fruit of her hands, and let her own works praife 
" her in the gates." — This is the woman, whofe 
charafter I would fet before you as a model for imi- 
tation, and as having indubitable claims to aflPedion^ 
confidence and commendation. And by this .time 
. you will join me in faying that the character, in our 
world, is both rare and highly valuable. Yet think 
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notr my SiearewJ ft ii a fidttious cfciraftci'; isr llfaf 
f I|^e feacurgs .are ,fo highly drawQ that they cxce^Sf 
What hath ever >c^ti exhibited in real lift. The tjx- 
iftence of fuch a ch^raQer, X beKevCj^ i^ neither irixi 
p6{fible nor inconfifieht with the prefent imperfe^. 
^te of hutnan ti^ature. I meaii hot, however, witlf^ 
out a thorough change wrought by the grace and 
fpirit of Goo ; nor without the e£Pe3ual aids of the 
fatne fpirit. But where this change takes place, 
ditd thefe aids are atiTorded fo that the temper and 
deportment are formed upon the model of the go& 
pel, it comes to pafs that a virtuous woman fiunes 
in all thefe graces and accomplifhments, exhibiting; 
tbc jceality of what t have given only the piCHirc; -^ 
^ I Would to God the number of luch wiveaf and*^ 
ixtf)thers was as great as the advantages for the. at-^ 
t^nment are numerous ^nd the calls Urgent? ' ; 
^f Biit I pafs to take abrief viev^ of the purpofes t6 
t^eanTwered by fuch cbarafters in their influence, 
on.dqmeftic life. And here 1 need oily tO ttati^, 
^Sproppfed,' ^ ' ' 

/^^il. That they conduce to union and kappinejs.-^ 
Children and parents both agree in uttering thclatfi 
cuage. of commendation. ' Of fuch a woman, con& 
dered in the light of a mother, it is aflferted, that 
*\ Her children arife \xp"-^place themfelves in the 
attitude of readinefs rcfpcaiully to perform the fer- 
vice, and this fervice is nothing lefs than, with filisfl 
joy, to unite ** and call her bleffed/* The huftand 
is not behind ; but, influenced by the fame fpirit, 
and drawn by the irrefragable lijgaintuts of love, 
he joins the happy circle arid utters the effufions 6f 
his heart in the language of praife. Here is a pic- 
ture of union andliarmonious concord. The wor- 
thy objeft^ of their love and praife becomes the al- 
'Juririg and cementing bond of their union. They 
fovc one another the more for meeting in their af- 
fi!tGofis oh the fame objeft. This heightens thdr 
cnjoyiiitifir 'in^ i|i^tS^tbcm it ^attitipattofl in the 



fmnflt sod moil tkftated m^af^^ey of ainklfhk^ 

Methifiks Eden itfelf tnaft rqoiqe to open it» gattei 
Mtd admit fucb a family. No difoordance mari 
llieir peace, or drives tfaem to feek an happier abo^e; 
Home i& to them the feajt of pleafure ; and the fmiU 
ing afpeA of fuch a female friend add$ a luftre to 
every interview, and fweetens the feafons of familiar 
convcrfe. One is ready to expe^ that fuch a fa^ 
tttly, in ail the met^bers and branches c^ it, will be 
wife and virtiious^. And criminal indeed mull be 
thofe,^ who refift the force of fuch namerotss, fuch 
Mtent and (vkth alluring motives. The defers of 
mch.will be more glaring and more ihexcufable^ 
thzn thofe of others, in proportion to the faperiot 
advantages they have enjoyed. In their cafe ztt, 
tipplicabie, with a peculiar empfaafis, thbfe words d£ 
the Saviour, Lake Jtii, 48, " ror anto whomfocvet 
*■ much ia given, of him fliall much b? reiquired.— ^ 
&ut when iuitable impreffions are made, fuitabla 
refolutions formed, and fuitable condud maintaunedt 
it is l^e higheft commendation and the hap{neft re* 
ward of fuch virtue, which can be given in thii 
world. — When the children and the highlj favorei 
correlate of fuch a woman, adopt the couHe, imbibe 
the fpirit and lead the life recommended by her eiu 
MKiple, it is, in the friic^ and moft pradical fenfe, 
calling her bilefied and pronouncing her praifew 
This alfo contributes to fecure that union and aug* 
»ent thai hapjMnefs, of which £he ferv^s as both the 
bond and fource. Thus while they feel a common 
intereft-^aflbciate in the fame fcenesf-*-love and re* 
fped the fame friend, and engage in the fame fer* 
vice, they are preferyed in the paths of pea^e : dif^ 
cord is a ftranger to their dwelling*^-<.bey fedL on* 
another's good and rejoice in each other's profpericy* 
Jn this way they feem ripening for glory, and, y£ 
they perfevere in paths of wifdom and virtue, ftal^ 
mm long meet and Mjoice iA^hafgi^ w«jb£ 





But i'Wcrfest^hccfoBnc, or chattge it So Far tsfto.fac 
tbts happy family bathed in tears. You a&'tiie 
reafon. -I reply i their friend, their pattern; iheif 
fecoefaairefs^, th«ar crown, of glory atid their highie-ft 
j<3y m life b jcmoyed hyr tho ftroke of deatb^S^ 
«nuch. worth and excellency — fo much virtue and 
f^Ugioii ; coi^ld not fecure from 'the grave* Jefes 
^ept at the grave of a Lazarus ; >nd they may wecp. 
a* the fepuiture of fuch a friend. ; s 

• : But- bark:! they mull not repinc-e-they muR hot' 
iodulge imnioderate grief. It is the Lord's doin^^ 
aoti it reqiiiites.ihe.moft bumble and cntirefiibmilH 
Uon. The language fof piety, on Cuch occa£pn«i; 
h m ihefolloiwing ftrain : " It i« the Lord, ht^m 
*^^ what! feenieth him good."-f^*^ Shall we reoeisia: 
'^:,gQod^at the U^nd^^of ^od, -and ftiali we^otiTOc* 
*l i^eiv^'cvil ? The Lojd gave and' the Lord/birtii 
*!: taken aw^y^ and<<bieflfed toe the name of thC'LdriiT 
*Befides» it isnto be eimfiderdd this^t what is to f»rviv* 
in^ friends an» irreparable lofs; is to 4:he idepaistefA 
lujodtedjarnw^fpeaJ^blegmn:-^ j .r 

-:: Ho!^ia3;\theioreg0ing. remarks will a|>plyrifa the 
cafe now beforee.^{r ^^fl|all kayefor, my iearcrsLea 
jud^e,^^er ii:bri^f:^ftatemetit of what are fuppofed 
$Q fiDf m the leading eiaits in tkQ diaxa^erof/tho 
4eceafcdv. ■ : ^. .• < " <■ : 

. JHer bonoFable defoent and parentage it is n^edr 
J^.f^r m^e to ftatc, fioce'^it fonns no part*of her real 
i^af a£ler,-and -fince it is alfo. W)ell known to a great 
jMTopprtion #f my hearers- It may be proper to 
^ferve that flie was a perfon of good natmral pow^ 
ejrf of mind, cultivated -and brightened by an early 
and pious ^ucation. In. her youtjaful days (he was^ 
diiiingi^i&edjiior the mildnefs and fuavity^ 6f« her 
tamper, and nsumnersH - She had. an hap^' talent fear* 
ingratiating herfelf jwith all her acquaintance, - and 
favo^cable impreffions. were wont tQ.be made on. the. 
mind of an occafional vifitant* As a wife and mo- 
ther 00^ l\ath .f}|«i«ili^ed berfeif abovb molt of her 
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Cm, and hath been. an ornament dRheV-iFatnily^ 4ier: 
errands^ and her fpecies. In domeftic life. flic hath, 
flboiie with alnioft unrivalled luftre. 5 

5 Here you niay fcriuinize her ohafafiber iatid trace 
ker-exoellencicsi.fcavcely being able to find a' ftain;- 
f would not, however, be thought to attribute* to hetr. 
J^erfeftion, though her virtues were, fo rare and uni-^ 
fem>^ It is not my wifii to exceed the bounds of' 
faft. I refer you to tbofe who beft knew and who» 
beffr ean tdl. Aflc her contort, her children, hcr- 
domeftics, her acquaintance, and all whabave been* 
any- ways converfant with her in life, whether flie* 
diA not unite all hearts, and difplay an aCTemblage^ 
of the niofl amiable virtues. t— The tongue of flander. 
faultered and was filent at her name. I have not 
been able to learn that (he hacl out earth a fingle* 
easfimy r^and certain it is, Ihe had many friends. 
The heart of her hufl)and fafely trufted in her, and 
1 am authorized by the mod unequivocal, teftimony^ 
t# adfert) that an uneafy and jealous thought refpieO;^ 
ing her never difliurbedhis breaft^. - He is -ready aU 
fo GhccrfuUy to acknowledge, that Jhc hath done hivk 
good and noi evil all the daysv/her lifu 

She was a pattern of humility^ g^ntiefiefs, pa-^ 
tience, t^ndemefs and affe&ionv Strongly attached: 
to her family, and defirous of promoting their beft 
good, " She looked well toxtbe ways of .her houfe-- 
** hold, and did not eat the bread of idlenefs"-*^ 
*' She opened her mouth with wifdom, and in her 
** tongue was the law of kindncfs.'— Like the illus- 
trious example Ihe lately had before her eyes, in a 
father* of the needy, ihe was kind and liberal to the 
poor. In the blefled work of charity the hath per* 
formed many deeds, which will long be remember-i 
ed, and which will ferve to embalm and perp^etttate 
her memory. Added to all, there is reafon to hope 
ihe was a lover of the religion of Jefus, and was ac- 

♦ The late GoiwnwiJrifirok}, , . .: /: »i 



t^^ici iiiM^ \he whole hy » ttmsf ini ^ik^ 
^prineiple. For fevefal years &» bath been a iMiMb* 
'ber and communicant in the chnrch jrf ChnA mtlm 
plxe. Her w^lk bath been regnlar«*-lier Ikbt &«h 
ijione before men, and^ by l^t condud, &e bath 
adorned her profeffion. Her evidences of being 
born again-'-of being interefted in the Sayioor^ and 
of having a title to heaven, brightened »9 Ae drevr 
near the clofe 6f life, in a calm, fweet aodtknrof-* 
ficd framfe of mind ihe lay waiting the ibmmons^f 
death. And while wafting tis&der the tnfkience of 
that diforder,^ which hath been the common, a&d 
deadly foe of her family, fiie did not lofe her K0iA* 
dence in the divine mercy nor her hope of future bicC^ 
fedneft. — We traft (he is how with kindred fornix, 
ftaring in the rewards of undiffcmblied p&Jty, <md 
uttering the praiFeK of redeeming love. Thus ^\A\e 
her end hat£ been peace, we indulge the ylmftng 
hope that her eternity zoill icgloritms. 

My friehdfi, who are imotrmlng the lofs of f^h a 
partner, fuch a mother, fitch a child, fuch a fttttx^ 
filch a relative and friend, if what I hai^e fyAd^^U'^ 
not adminifter confolatton to you^ { kilalr-inM^^liat 
ft rain to adopt. Were i td exprefe tl^' fentitnetits 
and feelings of your* hearts, it wouki be done in 
fome fuch language as this ; - ' Sh^ was the beft of 
wives, the beft of mothers, and the like/' But I will 
add no more refpe^ng her, except it be to remind 
you that the way to be wife andha^py k t^ imitate 
her in her virtue^, and follow all her pious coutifel 
and advice. She will no more grace your domeftic 
circle, nor charm yon into wnon and happiness by 
her prefcnce and converfttion. You Jiave her pre- 
cepts and example all before you« No addttiosi 
will hereafter be niade. I have ibggefted that a 



• The confiimptiQn proved fatal not only to Mrs. Grifwol'4, tmt 
aUo to her father Dr. Johnfon, late ininiiler in LymCy and lo her 
melito, sad i« htl^tHni tarwlltwa aii war M^r. 
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-mpp9^Ttnt and more inexcufable tp 3tQ^r3i^ii.iQ t^P& 

- v^iu9 have BQt e&}Qyed fitQilar aqlyahtajj^s. irj!;<M» 

i refpr^l the memory of your dw^s^^td.f^i^n^ir^ 

r BBtHhing deter you frotji being thp very chara^j^ 

•:!<&€ i^iQied you all to be ; for whkh &e^ hath, la* 

: bp^ii^ with pareatal tei^eraefs to forini fome of 

\ you, 8jn4 of which ihe bath eathibited fo lively a 

, Ipattem. Would you die like her, . you muft ^atio 

i livie liuke,ber. , v 

: ; . Weire Ihe lable to cipprefs her wijCh to you, Sir^ her 

^ ^ferted pa^rtner, it would doubtlefs, be, that you 

rfnow tratuifer to thefe children all that affe£Uon and 

■4 teuderners. which you, jiiitve ever maaifefted towai-d^ 

, bt^ i|i fiekweCs and in health — that you would 4c- 

. ii?pt« thfm and yourfelf afrefli to <Jpd — that, ypu 

5 ^iKild turn y^ur thpughts much on a future wprld^ 

: aludif rf^arc to foilo\^ her to the grave. And\to 

you, the children, her advice wQuld b^ to fecure,aa 

. itiWr^ft in. Chriftr-^to i:cpounce th^ fpft blapdifli^ 

v^ii^nis a^d oppofe the enfnaripg t^pafiohs of a 

miAfdtMPtld^^io walk lA th€:fear oftjhepLprd, ^ndl 

.I«i9^iii(aia. parity of heart and life— tliai, Yuylthis 4*^ 

<tf innov^ing corruption, wb^ the yejy genius. ^ 

i^format^Mt Js io call evil good] ^(md.good adhtofiui 

derlnefs fir ligbi ai%d^ lighf fir.darkmfSs you wou]4l 

guard agaijaft^he enfnaring evil^ and '* Beware left 

'^ £2Qy man fpoil yon through philofophy and vain 

^' deceit, after the tradition of men, after the rudi«- 

V meats of the world, an4 not after Chrift/' — Forie 

•your fentiments and p^flice th^u upon a b^tta: 

. model, and remember, my jfriends, the hour a^ 

I proachefi when you muft meet her at the bar ^ 

Godf-r-The widowed and lonelv parent,* whofe ti<|( 

, fpf alfedioni^laim^a parity .witn.tbbfe which- nature 

excites, and which place her among the principal 

mourners on this occafion,^ will need thofe fuj^porti^ 
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^bich^he fphifc of God alone can afford, and there^ 
fore will do well to look daily to that unfailing 
fource of grace and coofolajiion. — The furviving 
jfifters will not fail to bear in mind thai chcy mherit 
tlto the feeds of mortality, and though the fame 
Tnalady fhould not triumph over them, which hatH 
fwept off fo many of thofe who have gone before, 
yet that there will be for them no efeape fiK>m, the 
nrreft of death ; and^will therefore give all dilige»ce 
to make their calling jand eleftion fure, that they 
may depart in peace Jnd have a part in the firtt re* 
furreftion. O may you one and all ponder feri- 
oufly on thefe things — fet your boufes^ in orders— * 
.keep up a eonftant and lively intercourfe with hea- 
xtn — prepare to meet your departed friend and one 
another at the bar of God, and be fo happy as t0 
join the retinue of glorified faints, to magnify the 
wonders and Ihout the praifes of unfearchable grace* 
— We all fee, my fellow finners, what an excellent 
thing it i& to poffefs a virtuous charafter, and be 
prepared to clofe a virtuous life. Efpeeially d^ 
we learn the high dignity and importance of the fe- 
male charafter, when formed upon the principles of 
virtue. What a bond of union and what a fource 
'of happinefs in domeftic life ! How fliould it en- 
ilame the defire of the mothers and daughters of our 
land to be the occafion of fo much good to them^ 
(elves and others ! — You. will eanly fee that here is 
laid the bafis of public virtue ; of union, peace and 
happinefs in fociety. Individuals form families, 
5ind families form communities. And according to 
the ingredients or conftituent parts of which com- 
munities arc formed^ will be their charafter and 
ftate. 

Mothers do, in a fenfe, hold the reins of govern- 
ment and fway the enfigns of national profperity 
♦and glory : yea, they give dire&ion to the moral 
fentiments of our rifing hopes, and contribute to 
form tbciif moral ftate. To them therefore our eyes 
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arc tamed in this demoralizing age, and of them 
We afk, that they would appreciate their real worth 
and dignity, and exert all their influence to drive 
difcord, infidelity and licentioufnefs from our land 
-^— to train our fons and daughters for virtue and 
happinefs, and, with the aid of all the pious in the 
more vigorous fex, labour to reform the world and 
ripen this earth for a paradife. Then may they, 
with all the happy fubjeds of Chrift's kingdom, 
triumph over the great deftroycr of our race, while 
on the higheft key and with the fweeteft note they 
fwell the rapturous fong, *' O death, where is thy 
** fling ! O grave, where is thy viflory I 
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